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' PREACHED AT 
RICHMOND B E- 
' fore Queene Elizabeth of 
famous memorie, yponthe 
28, of March, 1596. 


| By the reuerend father 


' in God AnTtTHonxy Ryvpp, 


Dodtor in Diuinirie, and Lord 
Biſhop of S, Dauids. 


Printed for Thom 1 \, _ 
1603, 


NYC IT IRE TR con 


To all that feare God. 
GA HIS Sermon bred much 


®FY ſpecch long azo, and the 

ANAL ſteht of it was greatly de- 

It &G ſired by many. But it hath 

| bene concealed theſe ſexen 

geares and more , by bim that had the 

copy therof. Howbeit vow at the laſt it is 

publiſhed,pon hope that it may with as 

good meaning be conſtrued by the Rea- 

| der, «as it was formerly vitered by the 
| CAuthor. 
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PsAal. 90.12. 


Teach wvsſo to number our dayes that 
we 7may applie our hearts unto wiſe- 
dome. : | 


| 
{+ 
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2 HIS Pfalme was endi- 
V ted by Moſes the man of yn. rx. 
& £ God:the occaſion of the & 14- 
I making of it grew thus. 
After that thoſe which 
were ſent to: ſearch theland of Ca- 
|; naan, werereturned fro the viewing 
| or {urueying of it : vp5 the report of 
ſome of them that the inhabitants 

were Gyants in reſpe&t of the Ifrae- _ * 
lites, who in compariſon of them fee- 
med bur. graſhoppers, andrthart their 
cities were walled vp to heauen, and Dent.g.e; 
ſo 1ndged impregnable ; the-people  * 
murmured . Whereupon God ſen- Nun.14. 
tentiated, that their carkafſes ſhould *?: 
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2 
fall in the wildernefſe, ſo many as 
were twenty yeares old and vpward. 
Then, Moſes penned this Pſalme, that 
it mightbe a monument of their re- 
pentance, anda formeof prayer for 
the obtaining of mercy. 

This text, I ſay, isa prayer. And 
whereas there be foure ſorts of pra- 
yer metioned by the Apoſtle : name- 
ly, firſt a petition for the obraining of 
that good which we want 8: yr Boy 
Secondly deprecation, whereby we 
requeſt the turningaway of that euill 
from vs,which we feare and haue de- 
ſerued . Thirdly interceſſion, when 
we intreate for others . Fourthly, 


 thankſgiuing for benefits receined. 


Now this prayer 1s a petition : firſt 
for inſtruction,in theſe words,T each 


vs : ſecondly in this particular, to ' 


number our dayes : thirdly to this end, 


that we may apply our hearts unto wiſe- | 


dome. 


The requeſt of teaching implieth | 
Tore IgNOIANce | 
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nce 


ignorance in the petitioner, andthe 
acknowledging thereof by conſe- 
quence. For the {luggard which 1s pr. 26.16, 
wiſer in his owne conceipt, then ſe- 

uen men that can render a reaſon; 

and al they that be wiſe intheir owne 1/z.5-31 . 
eyes & prudent in their owne f1ght, 
contemne all doctrine and admoni- 

tion, hating to be taught and refor- 

med. Therefore woe vnto them, for 
there is more hope of fooles then of Pro26.. 
them : for tooles {inne of ignorance, 

but theſe ſinneof malice. 

E haue learned of Zophar the 
Naamathite, that vaine man would #6.:1.1s. 
be counted wiſe, though (indeed ) 
man new borne , 1s likeawild Afle. 
colt; that is, without vnderſtanding. 

So that whatſocuer good gifts he 


' hathafterward , they.come of God, 
andnotofnarure , Verily _—_ 


is the mother not onely of admira- 
tion , while we wonder at thoſe 


things whereof we know not the 


B 2 


Pons, 


Mat.zs; \ Cauſe or reaſon ® but alſo of errour. 


"9. For by it men ſpeake good of euill, 
Eſaig.20. and cuillof good ; putting » darknefle | 
forlight, and light tor darkneſſe; bit-_ 
ter tor ſweet, and f{vwceete for ſower : 
being like the children of Nineueh, 
who could not diſcerne betweene 
their right hand and theirleft. 
Secing then the naturall man vn- 
.cor.2.rg. derſtanderhnot the things tharare of 
the ſpirite of God ( for they are too- | 
liſhnefle vnto him- ) therefore Nz- 
Jobs. 3.1.2, Codemus though a maiſter in Iſrael, 
&. muſt be Catechiſed before he be re- 
generated, and ſee the kingdome of 
4.9.17, God.1f Saul heare not Ananias, the : 
15. ſcales willnorfall from the eyes of his 
mindany mote then fromthe eyes 
of his body. Cornelius the Capraine | 
Afro, oftheltalian band, muſt heare Petey | 
preach vnto him, and his familie,and | 
his friends, before that he and they ; 
receiue the holy Ghoſt. And how | 
ſhould the Eunuch of Ethiopia vn- | 
dcrftand 
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derftand what he readeth in Ear, ex- 48.8.6. 

cept Philipthc Evangeliſt betoyned 74% 2 

ro his chariot , and comming vp to 

ſit with him expound the Scriptures 

vnto him? Aſſaredly the kingly Pro- 

phet himſelfe, cannot fee how the p/14.19. 

proſperity ofthe wicked may ſtand 

with Gods prouidence, vntill he go 

into the ſanuarie of God, there ro 

learne by his word and holy fpirite, 

that he ordererh all things moſt wiſc- 

lyand iuſtly., Anditis put downein 

the foote of oneof the Pſalmes, that 7{al.4g. 

if man be in honour, and vnderſtand ** 

not, he islike to beaſts that periſh. 
Wherefore to preuent this daun- j 

ger, Dauid had nced to haue Nathas 2.5am.1z, 


and Gad to admonith and aduiſe © 24: 


him. And if Ahab had not wanted 
grace, and abandoned the feare of 
God from before his eyes ; yea and xg... 
ſold himſclfe ro worke wickedneſſe 20. 
inthe ſightof the Lord : he might 
haue recciued great benefit by the 
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2.Reg.12.2. 


Jonas 3» 


Pro. 29- 18, 


Gen. 4.3.4: 


Ibid.x6. 


Gen.5.22 + 


2.Pet.2.F: 


6 


| x.Rg18. godly leſſons of Elias and Micheas. 


King Jehoaſh did that which was 
good inthe ſight of the Lord, all the 
time that Jehoiada the Prieſt taught 
him. If the Nincuites had not heard 
& belecued 7onas , they had vndoub- 
tedly bene deſtroyed in their ſinnes, 
And to beſhort, where propheſying 
faileth, there both the Prince and the 
people muſt needs periſh in the end, 
Wherfore Almighty God for the 


ſingular loue which he beareth to 


mankind, hath furniſhed al ages with 
Skilfull and ſound reachers . For ex- 
ample,before the floud,after Adam 
the monarch ofthe whole earth ( by 
whoſe inſtrutions his ſonnes ſacrifi- 
ced totheking of heauen)was Sheth: 
who taught the men of his time to 
call vpon the name of God,reſtoring 
religion (which by the wicked had a 
long time bene ſuppreſſed. ) Henoch | 
likewiſe,that walked with God . Noe | 
alſo, whom the Apoſtle entituleth a ' 
Preacher 


Preacher of righteouſneſle. After the 
floud, till the giuing of the Jawe in 
mount Sinai , forthe ſpace of 857 
yeares, the Patriarks were the worlds 
inſtructors : whom in their peram- 
bulations from nation to nation, pj, 
from one kingdome to another peo. 13.14-15. 
ple, God ſuffered nottobe wronged, 

but euen reproued kings for their 

ſakes, ſaying : Touch not mine an- 
nointed, and do my Prophets no 
harme . Atthe giuing of the law it * 
was ordained, thatthe Prieſts lippes #-2-7- 
ſhould preſerue knowledge, and that 

men ſhould ſeeke the lawe at their 
mouthes, becauſe they are the meſ- 
ſengers of the Lord of hoſts, And 

when they failed in their ordinarie 

duty, then God ſtirred vp extraordi- 1.Saw,g. 
narie teachers called Seers , men of *9* 
God, and Prophets. So thatat ſun- 

dry timesand in diuerſe maners God Heb-1, r.3, 
ſpake in the old time to our fathers | 
by the Prophets : but in theſe laſt 
B 4 


Eph 4.8. 
11.12.13 


C8 
ayes he hath ſpoken vnto vs by his 
fonne, whom he hath made heire of 
all things. And when he aſcended vp 
on high, Icading captiuity captiue, 
he gave gifts vnto men; cuen ſome 
to be Apoſtles, and ſome Prophets, 
and ſome Euangeliſts, and ſome pa- 
ſtors and reachers : forthe gathering. 
together of the Saints, for the worke 
of the miniſterie, and for the edifica- 
tion of the body of Chriſt, till weall 
meecre together in the vnitic of faith, 
and the knowledge of the ſcnne of 
God vntoa perfect ian, and vnto 
the meaſure of the age of the tulnefle 
of Chriſt . Andout ofthis number, 
are we to expect from time to time, 


ſome'to'teach vs rightly to number 


our dayes. | 
Eliphaz the Temaniteby long ex- 
pericce diſcrectly noted, that me are 
deſtroyed from the morning to the 
evening 'without regard, and that 
men of dignirie go todeath without 
wiſedome: 


)cr 


Ie 
ne 
hat 
OUt 
ne: 


wiſedome : meaning, that we donot 


commonly marke our owne frailtie 
pictured in other mens funerals, and 
that death ſeazerh vpon many of vs, 
before we doſo much as thinke of it. _ 
And therfore we haue need of faith- | 
full inſtruQors to teach vs to number 
our dayes. 
Theeuerliuing God(the number 10b.36.26. 


_ of whole yeares cannot be fought 


out) who doth greatthings and vn- j,.,.g. & 
ſearchable : yea marucllous things 9.10. 
without number : who counterh the 7/al.147.4. 
number ofthe ſtars, and calleththem 

allby their names : neither 1s there a- 166.25.3. 
ny number tobe found in his armies: 

who likewiſe in his 1ſt indgement z/ai.6s.rs 
numbred idolaters to the ſword in 

Eſates time : and numbredthe king- 

dome of Beljhazzar, and hniſhed it Pa#-5.26. 
in the dayes of Danzel : with whom 10.145. 
the number of our moneths 8 daies 

is determined, ſo that we cannot 


paſſe the bounds which he hath ap- 


Io 
o pointed: who alſo hath theiuſtnum- 
' Mat.10.30. ber of all the baires of our head : and 
' 16.1520, doth hide the number of yeares from 
tyrants: who(I ſay)ſea'cth in the for- 
40c.7.4, head the full number of all thar ſhall 
VViſ.117 beſaued: and hath ordered all things 
in meaſure, number and weight : c- 
uen he it is, of whom wedelire to 

be taught ronumber our dayes. 
There isto be obſ{erued in reading 
of the Scriptures and eccleſtiaſticall 
Hiſtories, a diuine Arithmeticke , or 
| arithmeticall Diuinitic: whereby we 
| if - may be the better armed in all en- 
Li i counters againſt the Romaniſt, the 
|  Iew,the Atheiſt, and the tentations 

[Y _ ofthe divell. 

| if Againſt the Romaniſt - becauſc 
f the man of ſinne is manifeſtly diſco- 
uered, by the true vnderſtanding of 
FE i - * the three numerall Characters men- 
| ||  Apea318 tioned in the booke of of the Reuela- 
tion. For the number of the beaſt 1s 


thenumberofa man, and his num- 
ber 


11 
ber is » £ 5: that is, 666. which num- 


ber is contained in the ſixe Hebrew 


Characters , whereby the Latine 
word Roriranus is expreſſed: 
200 40 7oO0 ” p -u_ 
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Ro M A N vV S 
And thereby itis implyed,that Roma- 
215,0r a man of Rome, ſhould be the 
nameof Antichriſt. 
Againſtthe Tew denying the Meſ- 


ſrasto be comeas yet, we may be for- 


titted by the right vnderſtandipng of 


Daniels 70.weekes:that is, 490. years Dan.9.24- 


determined to ſeale vp fins , to bring *5: 
in cuerlaſting righteouſneſſe, and to 


annoint the moſt holy , reckoning 


from the ſecond yeare of Darius No- 
thus theking of Perſia, vnto the de- 
ſtruction of Ieruſalem, made by T7- 


|. rusin theſecond yeare of his father 


Veſpaſian. 

Againſt the Atheiſt wearethe bet- 
ter prepared, if wehaueat our fingers 
endanexaCtand perfect ſu pputation > 


SYS. 


er ee 
| _ AP er eeng 
. ee rn 
- _ at » 
prat—s —_— — — —_— , —_— - - - 
| — —_ ms __ —_—_ - CIOS _ a 
_ — _ - = age 

_-_ nay ae - > - w—_— = 


——— 


12 
of the number of the yeares of the 
world, from the beginning thereof 
vntil this preſent time. Namely,from 
the Creation to Nees floud, 1656. 
yeares: from the floud till Abrahams 
departure out of Harana citic in Me- 
ſopotamia, 427.From thence to the 
o1uing of the Lawe in mount Sznaz, 
430. From thattime to the buildin 

of Salomons temple,480.thenceforth 
to the captiuitic of Babylon, 408.then 
to their returne home againe,70.and 
from their returne to the birth of 
Chriſt, 457.From the Natiuitie of 
our Sauiour Chriſt yntill this preſent 
day, 1595.complete and vpward.But 
thatbranch of Arithmeticke,wherby 
we ſhould make ſupputation of the 
yeares to come to the end of the 
world, is cloſed vp in the breſt or ſe- 
cret of the all-{ufhcient.and al-know- 
ing God. For, of that day and houre 


| Man» knowethno man, no not the Angels 


which are in heauen, neither the Son 


of 


13 
of man himſelfe, ſaucthe Father. 

And we ſhall be the better able to 
ſtand vpright againſt the tentations 
of the diuell, when wearepainefully 
exerciſed in numvring of our dayes : 
I mcane, not the bare numbring of 
tc years of ourlite after the account 
ofthe Church booke, be they 20,40, 
60, 70,more or [efle: bur in deepely , ,,,..,. 
conſidering the ſhortneſſe,, frailtie 30.31. 
and vncermaintie of this life which 1s 7-7-2-r7. 
lentvnto vs for the ſetting foorth of wings 
Gods gloricin it; and withal,in daily £7.36. 
meditating how and which way wee 
may in euery partof our life beſt pro- 
fte the Church and Comonwealth 
wherein we ljuc, ſhewing our lelues 
throughout moſt zealous tor the ad- 
uancing of Religion and Iuſtice. 

Aſluredly when I looke backe to 
the ſeauen liberall ſciences, and con- 
f1derinthemasin all otherthings els z,,,.., 
vnder the Sunne,vanity and vexarion 
oi the Spirit: then I conclude in my 


: _ ——_ 
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priuate meditation, that he is the beſt 


Grammarian , who committeth no 


incongruitie in his lie, againſt faith, 
and good manners, but frameth him- 
{clte ro ſerue God without feare all 
the dayes of his life, in holineſſeand 
righteouſneſle before him: : imitating 
the example of Zacharieand Elizabet 
who were wuſt before God, and wal. 
ked in allthecommaundements and 
ordinances of the Lord without re- 
roofe. 

leſteeme him rhe beſt Logician 
which bendeth the fiſt againſt i impie- 
tie and iniquitic: making ſtrong Sy]- 
logiſines againſtall tentations or aſ- 
faults of the world with the pompe 
thereof,of the fleſh with al herallure- 
ments, and of Sathan with all his 


[| | #pb 6416.17 feights; being armed with the ſhield 


of faith, and the {word of the Spirit, 
whichis the word of God, whereby 


 Sathan may be both repelled and 


wounded, as appeareth by the con- 
fit 


Chriſt inthe Goſpell of arathew, #495 


15 "=. 
flit betweene him and our Sauiour Mat.4.1 i 
He is in mine opinion, the beſt 
Rhetorician, who if he be-eloquenr, 
is therewithal mightie in the Scrip- 
eures as Apollos was: ſpending his elo- 4#18.24- 
1uence in Sermons of repentance as 
did Iſay, and in penning of heauenly 
dittics as Danid did : employing all 
his elocution in vttering ſuch wordes 
as be good to the vie of edifying, that Eph.q.29- 
they may miniſter grace vnto the - 
hearers, becauſe he defireth to profite ; .cor.21.4, 
them rather then to delight them. 5: 
Him do Tiudge the beſt Geome- 
trician, who ordereth all his doings 
in meaſure, number and weight, by FVifua7 
the example of God aboue : who 
maketh the word of God the rule p{4.119.9 
and the ſquire, the line and theleuell :05- 
ofall his actions: who being rooted 
and groundedin loue, is able tocom- 
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xrcadth and length , depth and 
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height (that is, the exccllencie and 
FRI ) of the lone of Chriſt, 
which paſſeth —— being ful- 
Rom$35. þy, perlwaded, that neither height nor 
_ depth, nor i: Xe diſtance, nor: any 0- 
ter creature ſnail beable to {cparate 
him from theloue of God which is 
in Chriſt [eſus our Lord. 
I count him the beſt Aſtronomer, 
who by the view of the hoſt of hea- 
R9n-1-20. NN, Can (Gods ſpirit direfting him) 
picke out the eternall power & God- 
hcad of the Creator, or his mateſtie 
and glorie, which reſulteth of his po- 
wer, wiſedomeandgoodnefle; ther= 
by raking occaſion to glorific him ac- 
cordingly. Who when helooketh vp 


Pſal19.1- tarneskie, notonely acknowledgeth 


that the heauens declare the oloric of } 

God, and the firmament ſhewerh his * 
handiworke: butalſo concludeth in 
tihrogaragoodConſcience, thatas highas the | 
heaucn is abouethe earth, o great IS 

his mercic toward them that _ ; 

1. 7 


which ſpeake to theſelues in Pſalmes £pb.s.19. 


: beſt Arithmeticiis, whom'God hath 
| raughtto number their dayes in ſuch 
: ſort, thatthey may apply! their hearts 


| placeof vnderſtanding:and the heart 


I7 
him . And caſting in his mind the 
fundrie Clymates of the world, re- 
ſoluerh by affurance of faith , that as 
farreas the Eaſt is from the Weſt, ſo 
farre hath God remoued our {nnes 1b.verſ. 13. | 
from.vs. | 

I reckon them the beſt Muſicians, 


and hymnes and ſpirituall ſongs,ſin- 
ging and making a melodie to the 
Lordin their hearts: whoſe thoughts 
wordes and deedes are in tune with 
Gods holy Scriptures, waking a con- 
fort or harmonie” or themſclues 
without any-iarre)or diſcord , from 
Gammuth to Ela, that i 1s; from the 
cradle to the oraue. 


And vndoubtedly they are the * 


vnto wiſedome. 
- The mind'of man is the dwelling 
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M.12.34 


Ib,ver. 37. 
1.Cor.IF-33 


' Mat.15-19 


| Gen.6, £ 
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T6 
of man is the ſeat of the affeions. 
Now it ſufficeth not that the know- 
ledge of goodnefle be ſwimming or 
foating in the braine, vnleſle the at- 
teRion of godlincſlc be ſctled in the 
heart. For of the aboundance of the 
heart the mouth ſpeakerh, either 


. words of edification, whereby thou 


mayelt be juſtified : or cuill wordes 
corrupting good manners, whereby 
thou ſhalt deſerue tobe condemned, 
Outof the heart (I meane the cor- 
ruptaffetionofthe heart) proceede 
thoſe things which defile the man; 


as euill thoughts, murders, adulte- 


ries, fornications , thefts , falſe teſti- 
monies, ſlaunders: and therefore no 
maruel ifthe floud drowned them of 
the old world, becauſe all the imagi- 
nations of their hearts were onely c- 
uil continually, Yealet Simon Ma- 
g#s with his money periſh, hauing 
neither part nor fellowſhip in the A- 


poſtolicall buſineſſe, becauſe his hart 


was 


/ence,and of faith vnfained, Therfore 


andbring forth fruite with patience. 


ſes be briefly defined, The vnderſtan- 


| I9 
was not rightin the ſight of God. 

Burt on the other {1de, the end of 
the commaundementis loue out of ,,7;m.,5. | 
a puie heart, and of a good conſci- 


bleſſed are the pure in heart, for they a1ar.,.8. 
ſhall ſee God. The ſeede which fell in 
good ground, arethey which with ,,,,.. 
an honeſt and good heart, purifyed 45.5.9. 


by taith,heare the word and keepe it, 


Beglad then ye righteous, and re- 7fal.zz.1x | 
1oyceinthe Lord, and be ioyfull all | 
ye thatare vprightin heart, applying. 
it wholly vnto wiſedome. 

Now if it be demaunded what 
true wiſedome tis, it may out of Mo- 


ding and obſeruing of Gods cotn- 
maundements. For theſe be the 
wordes of Moſes in his exhortation myy.g.s.6, 
to the people: Behold T haue taught 
you ordinances and lawes, as. the 
Lord my God commaunded me, 
C > | 


| / 
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Keepe them therefore anddothem:_ 
for that is your wiſedome, and your 
vnderſtanding in the fight of the 
people; which ſhall heare all theſe or- 
dinances, and ſhall ſay : Onely this 
people is wiſe,and of vaderſtanding: 
yea /God himſelfe vttereth in 7b, 
words of the ſame meaning, ſaying 
106-28:28. ynto man: Behold , the feare of the 
 Lordis wiſdome;and to depart from 

euill, is vnderſtanding. 
Wherefore,though a man were 
as well experienced and worldly po- 
2.$a11.16. liticke as Achitophel , whoſe aduice 


| | 23, was like as one had asked counſel! ar 


theoracle of God, in ciuill pollicie 
matchable with the children of the 
Eaſt, the Prieſts of Egypt, the Philo- 


'!! | x.Reg.4.30, ſophers of Greece; wiſer then Ethan, 


3T- © Heman, Chalcoland Daraa, the ſons 
of £Mabol, excelling alſo in wiſdome 


j | Bxch-28 3. them of T yrs, which deemed them 


ſelves wiſer then Darzel : briefly, 
though a man were as wiſe as Saloms, 
_ to 


= , 


: maundement: orif he do wrong to 


21 $2 
to whome God gaue prudence and 
knowledge exceeding much, and a 
large heart, euen as theſandthatis on. 
the ſea ſhore; ſo that he could ſpeake j 
of beaſts, fowles, creeping things, fi- !Keg.4-29- 
ſhes, and of trees, from the Cedar in © 
Lebanon,cuen vnto the hyſlope that 
ſpringeth out of the wall, with the 
admiration of all that heard him , or 

heard of him vttering his Prouerbes 

and Songs by thouſands : Yer ſhall 

he be countedbut vnwile in the fight 

of God,ifagainſt the rule of pictic he 
admitin his hart a pluralijtie of gods: zx9420.1. 
orbow downe his bodie to the wor- 79the 18. 
ſhipof Imagerie:or take the name of 

the lord his God in vain:or prophane ' 

the Lords day: or if contrarie to the 

rule of charitie contained in the ſc» 

cond Table of the Decalogue, he dil- 

honour the parents of his life by pro- 
creation, or the parents of his coun- 

trie by office, againſtthe firſt Com- 


G2 
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! \ his neighbour in his owne perſon, 
breaking the ſixth Commandement; 
+ Thou ſhalt not kill: or in the perſons 
| of thoſe of his familic , tranſgreſſing *' 
the ſeuenth Commandement; Thou 
ſhalt not commit adulterie : or in his 
goods, violating the eighth Com- 
maundement; Thou ſhalt not ſteale: 
or in his good name, prejudicing the 
ninth Cemmandement ; Thou ſhalt 
*l not beare falſe witneſle againſt thy 
LI neighbour: or if he haue in his mind 
Wil any lewde cogitation or wandering - 
wil conceipt, offending againſt the tenth 
Commaundement; Thou ſhalt not 
couet thy neighbours houſe, neither | 
{halt thou couer thy neighbours : 
wife, nor his-man-ſeruant, nor his 
mayde, nor his oxe, nor hisaſſe , nor 
any thing thatis thy neighbours. 
Saule may thinke himfelte poli- 
+ tickeand wiſe in making ſupplication 
tothe Lord, by offering a burnt offe- | 
ring in Gilgal , when he ſeeth the |: 


& 


people 


Wa '7 


2 
people ſcattered from him beforethe 
battell againſt che Philiſtims: but the 
ns | he muſt heare Samwe/to take him vp r. Sam. 13. | 
1g ! roundly, faying : Thou haſt done *3: 


JU fooliſhly,thou haſt notkeptthe com- 

Is | maundementofthe Lord thy God, 

n- | which he commaunded thee. And ' 

'_ although the Galathians weene well 

he | oftheir owne wiſedome, yet Saint 

alt | Pale telleth them flatly, rhat they G,1,,..,. | 
y | arefoolith,for thatafter they had be- 
1d gunne in the Spirite (or the doctrine 


1g. ofthe Goſpell) they would now be 
th © madeperfetinthe fleſh ( or the ce- 


ot | remontes of the Law.) | | 
ee | But Dauid being a man after Gods 1.541314 WM 
Irs ' | owne heart, was heauenly wiſe, who | | 
us | could truely make this proteſtation 


or | byan Apoſtropheto.God, ſaying: Thy 
; teſtimonieshaue I taken as an hert ,,, 


li- | tage for cuer : for they are the very n:.12, 
»n } ioyofmineheart. Ihaueapplyedmy 

e- | heartto fulfill thy ſtatutes alwayes e- 

he | 


uen vnto _ end . The lawcof thy 16-vaſc7a. 
y "4 


Dn Dn 


mouth is better vato me, then thou- 


13.veſ54. fands of gold and (iluer, Thy ſtatutes 


1b ver. 96. 


tothe 107. 


haue bene my ſongs in. the houſe of 
my pilgrimage. I hane ſcene an end 
ofall perfection, but thy commaun- 
dement is exceeding large : oh, how 
loue Ithy law 2 it is my meditation 
continually. By thy commaunde- 
ments thou haſt made me wiſerthen 
mine enemies: for they are euer with 
me. I haue had more vnderſtanding 


thenall my teachers: for thy teſtimo- | 


niesare my meditation.I vnderſtood 


more then the auncient, becauſe I 


kept thy precepts. I haue refrained 
my feete from euery euill way, that I 
might keepe thy word. I haue not de- 
clined from thy 1udgements : for 
thou didſtteach me. How ſweet are 
thy promiſes vato my mouth © yea 
more then hony vnto my mouth. 


By thy precepts I haue gotten vnder- 


ſtanding, therforeT hate all the waies. 


of falſehood. Thy words a lanterne 
vnto 


f 
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u- | vntomy feete, anda light vnto my 
es | path. I haue {worne and will per- 
of | formeit, thatT will keepe thy righte- 
1d |! ous indgements. Thus -we ought by 
n- -} Dazids example to apply our hearts 
w |} vntowiledome. 
Mn | Howbeitharkening what is done - 
e- | abroadinthe world, heare of many 
en | which badly number their yearcs 


th | that they may apply their hearts vn- 
1g | tofolly, as they did in Eſazes time. 


o- | | For whenthe Prophets put men in 

dd | mindoftheir morrtalitie , threatning 

I | them with haſtiedeſtruction, excepr 

2d | they would bring foorth ſpeedy re- 

tl pentance,then theſenſualland licen- Efe 22.13, 
e- | tiousperfonsofthatage encouraged © 1-67 
or one another in wickedneſſe ſaying: Ty 
re | Letvseateanddrinke, fortomorow 

ea } weſhalldy.Tellme ye » whoſe cies be 

h. ” open toſee and marke, how many 


men dofaſhion themſclues & walke Eph.2.2, | 
according to the courſe of this 
1e | world,and after the Prince that ru- 
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leth inthe aire, cuen the ſpirite that | 
now workethin the children of diſo.. : 
bedicnce; whether there be any dif- | 
ference at all betweene the manner 
of this age, and his time who penned | 
the booke of Wiſedome , wherein | 
the vngodly reaſon thus : Ourlife is | 
ſhort and tedious , the brearh is a 
{mokein our noſthrils - our time is as 
the trace of acloud driueaway with 


thewhiling wind, asa miſt dried vp 


with the heate of the day,and as a va- 
niſhing ſhadow ; neither is there in 
death any recouerie, nor doth any 
returne from the graue . Come ther- 
fore and let vs cenioy the pleaſures 
thatare preſent : letnot the flowerof 
our youth paſle by vs, letvs crowne 
our {clues with Roſe-buds afore they 
be withered:ler vs leaue ſome toke of | 
our pleaſure in euerie place, for that 
1s our portion, and this is our lot : 
Let vs oppreſle the poore which 1s 


iuſt, eſpecially if he checke vs for 


tranſ- 


2] 


| tranſgreſling thelawe of God : let vs 
| examine him with rebukes and tor- 
| ments, that we may know his meck- 


nefſe and prouc his patience : In a ' 


| word, lctour ſtrength be thelaw of 
 vnrighteouſneſſe.Such things do the 


vngodly imagine, and go aſtray : for 

their owne wickednefle hath blin- 

ded them, and they do not vnder- 

ſtand the myſteries of God , neither 

hope forthe reward ofrightcouſnes, 

nor can difcerne the- honour of the 

ſoules that are faultleſſe . Of the crew 

of ſuch illnumberers of their yeares 

was the rich Glutton , whoapplied 14.16.92 
his heart wholly to intemperancy, 


| labouring all for the backe and the 


belly : and Potiphars wite , who aÞp- 6em3s7; 
plied her heart only to incontinency, 

for the fatisfying of her luſts - and 
churliſh Nabal, who applied his hart r.Sam.x, 
to nought ſauing auarice, forthe fi 3-2*:27+ 
ling of his coffers : and vainglorious | 
Abſalom ,who applied his heart con- 


284/115. 
1. tothe 


I3« 


Efiher 3.6. 


[ob.1.1. 


lob.7.&> 
10.09 I4e 
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28 
tinually to ambition by ſeeking ho- 
nour through vnlawfull meanes ; ſo 
that though Abſaloms body ſtand 
at the lower endofthe preſence, yet 


his heart ſitteth iuſt vnder the cloth. 
of eſtate. And likewiſe malitious © 


Haman,who applied his hart day and 
nightto be cruelly reuenged of the 


whole nation of the Iewes , for the 
| hatred which he bareto one onely 


good man, namely Mordecaz, Yea, 


euen 7ob, though otherwiſe an vp- 


right and 1uſt man, one that feared 
Godand eſchewed euill, in his im- 
perfection numbred his yeares 
naughtily, while in regard of the 
ſhortnefle, infirmities , vncertaintie, 


and miſertes of his lifehe proved im- | 


patient,cxpoſtulating with God,and 
grudging at the greatnefle of the af: 


fiftions which were layd vpon him. 
Wil AndTIobſerue that Dauid alſo vpon 
'  ſal.39r. thelikeaccident, was ouertaken with 


the ſame infirmitie,in the 39 Plalme. 
For 


! For perceiuing the wicked advan- 


O- | ced,and himſclfe with other godly 

lo | | perſons ſupprefled ( happily during 

nd ! the conſpiracy pf Abſalom and bis 

7&t | adherents) he grudzed againſt God, 

th. conf1dering te oreatnclle of Bis ſor- 

us '} rowes, ind the honnetl of his life, 

nd raſhly r reaſoning with Godas though - 
* | heweretoo ſcucre toward his weake 

© 


| creature. And ſomewhatthe like ob- 9,..,. 
ly | ſeruation may be drawn our of the #4. 
a, | 119 Palme, the 84 verle. 
Þ* ! Burthe ſame Princely Prophet v- 
ed | | pon ſounderaduile, at anothertime 
1- | playcdthepartofa berter Arithme- 
_ 2 ritianin this point of numbring his 
he dayes. For conſidering that he ard 1.chv.zs, 
| his Princes were. ſtraungers before 32475: 
n- .'} God, and fojourners like their fa- 
id * | thers, andrhar their dayes were like 
- | the ſhadow vppon the earth , where 
| | thereisno long abiding: hereupon 
N | | heconcludeth in his confeſſion be- 
| fore the people, that whatlocuer he 
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and his Princes had offered toward 


the future building of the temple, 
it was buta portion reſtored to God 


of that which was his owne: and that Þ| 
whatlocuer riches or honor they en- | 


toyed, they had but the vic and oc- | 1 


cupation thereof foratimeas tenants 


at will ; for the which they ought to | 
be thankefull during this lite, and | 
ſhould be anſwerable for the preſent 
ſtewardſhip or diſpoſing thereof, af- | 


ter their death. 


Jacob allo rightly numbred the | 
dayes of his pilgrimage to be few and | 
euil, while he ſequeſtred himſelfeand | 
his ofspring in the land of Goſhen | 
from the company and cuſtomes of | 


the ſuperſtitious Agyptians. 


i.  Samnel likewiſe caſt a righr ac- | 


count of his yeares, who when he 
was become olde, made his fonnes 
Tudges of Tfraell, becauſe he was not 


; able ro beare the charge, Semblably, | 
the principall 


Eleazarus one of 
Sctibes 
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JI 
| Scribes in Iury, would not vncerthe 
perſecution of Anzochw for the ſafe- 

ry of his life, difſemble in apoint of 

! Religion, to the hazzard of others by 

! his bad example, becauſe it became 

not his age, and the excellency of his 
auncient yeares, and the honour of 

his gray haires bcing ninetie yeares 

olde. 

Moreouer Polycarpus the Biſhop xuc. lib. 
of Smirna,, being perſecuted vnder 4-cap15- 
{ the Emperour Yerws about the 
| yeare of our Lord 170, made a 
good audite of his yeares to moue 
himſelfe to conſtancy. For when the 
£ Proconſull of Aſia ſfayd:vnto him, 

{ Sparcethine age, I will ler thee go if 
| thou wilt ſweare by the fortune of 
| Ceſar,and raile vpon Chriſt: he made 
| anſwerthus, Theſe 86 yeares hauel 
| ſeruedhim, and he neuer did me any 
 hurtatall; how then can T reuile, or 
| ſpeake illof my Sauiour 2 Andthe 
golden mouthed Doctor aduiſed the 
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Chryſoſt, flocke committed to his charge, to 


ſerm.de 
Euchar. 12a weceke, namely 168 , that they 


tew arthe leaſt to be employed in 
| publike prayer, and hearing the word 
81. preached. 
M . Ploe. in Beltde this, in ciuill policy the La- 
Lacon, in- cedgmonians renowmed tor martial 
FO me,w-r2 accuſtomed to decline th&e- 
ſelues through three tenſes ofthe In- 
dicatiue moode. Forin their ſolemne 
aſſemblies, rhe firſt Chorus was of 
q old men, ſaying : We were once 
| renowmed in tke wars . Inthe 
| ſecond rancke marched their 


Ks wr - laying: : Weareſuch men, make 


| __. third Pageant came theboyes 


ter mes 


Þ3-M reckon how many houres they found | 


mightoutof that number rake ſome | 


© - 
we a Co th. _— Gs. R—_— 


luſtic gallants, bravuing it, and: 
_ triallif you dare. 'And in the' 


| with great fi zene? of militaric 
| zoobueda.towardnes , ſaying.: We ſhall, be 
mn may farre more ſtrong and yali-: 

. And lurely conſidering the. 


33 


termes wherin we ſtand pt this time, 
itis meet for cucry man tbfallanum- 


bring-his yeares, that he may exactly 
know what place of feruice is afſigned 


ynto him for the defence of the 
Realme, according to the Greeke 
verſe: | 


E'py vriov, Pura} os piowy, fvyei Is Ariſogh. 


YE80vTOy. 


Which by ſome hath bene Latined 


| backward thns : Yota ſenum, conſult 
| wvirorum, & fadta iunente. AS uf T' 


ſhould ſay in plaine Engliſh”, Let yorg 
men be valiant in ation, let men of 
middle aze be wiſe in conſultation , and 
let old men be denont in prayer , for the 
good ſucceffe of the warres either de- 
tenſiue or offenftue againſt the com- 
mon enemies of this Church, and 
common wealth. 

| But commending the war-cauſes 
to Gods providence, the wiſedome 
of the Councell boord, and theva- 


Heb.10.24. 
'vY -_ anotherto provoke ynto loze,and to 


loh.9.4. 


1. Pet. 2.11. 


Gal 6.10. | 


3 
| Jour of them that profeſſe Armes, 
' andto ſpcake of manners meete to be 


I 


exerciſed in the times both of warre 
and peace; regardingaſwell the num- 
ber ot our yeares palt, as alſo the bre- 
uitie, trailtie y and vncertainty of the 
yeares to come : fet vs conlider one 


go0d works. We muſt do theworks 


of God, while it is day ( that is, while 


oportunitie and the ſeaſon femeth:) 


the night commeth when no man 


can worke. Andrill the long night 
of {leepe do come, from the which 
there ſhall be no awaking of the body 
before the trumpet ſhall ſound atthe 
day of iudgement , in the meane 
while(cearly beloued) I beleech you 
as ſtraungers and pilgrimes , abſtaine 
from fleſhly luſts which tight againſt 
the ſoule. Yea whilez we haue time, 
let vs dogood toall men, but eſpeci- 
ally vnto them which are ofthe houl- 
hold of faith. And- this Lay ( bre- 
thren) 
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thren) becauſe the rime is ſhort here. 
after, that both they which haue 
wiues, be as though they had none : 1.Cer 7.29. | 
andthey that weepe, as though they 323* 
weptnot: and they that retoyce, as 
though they retoyced not: and they 
that buy, as though they poſleſled 
not : and they that vſe this world, as 
though they vſed itnot : for the fa- 


 ſhion of this world goeth away. 


Where:oreloue not the world, nei- 1.10, 2.15. 
ther the things that are in the world: 16-17- 

as the luit of thefleſh, theluſt of the 

eyes, and the price of life, whichare 

not ofthe father, but of the world, 

And ſurely the world pafleth away 
together with the luſts thereof . Allo 
conſidering theſeaſon, it is now time 

that we ſhould ariſe from fleepe : for rom.1g.11, 
now is our ſaluation neerer,then whe 1 | 
we firſt began to beleeue . The night 

(of ignorance)is paſt,and the day (of 

the knowl:dge of God ) is come : let 

vs therefore caſt away the workes of 


D 2 
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36 
BK] darkneſle, and ler vs puton the ar- 
Wilk mour of light ( thar is, godly and ho- 
|!!! 2cor6.z. neſt maners. ) God heareth men ina 
Wy time accepted, inthe day of falua- 
Fi tion doth he ſuccour them : behold 
now the accepted time, behold now 
Win | the day of faluation. The holy Ghoſt | 
| 837-8: th: Today if you will heare his | 
| .* voyce harden not your hearts as in | 
the prouocation, according to the 
| [10G day of tentarion in the wildernefle. 
{87 16.2, Exbort one another while itis called 
f today, leſt any of you be. hardened 
Mo through the deceiprfulneſſe of ſinne. | 
I Prozyx. Boaſt not thy ſclfe of to morow : for }|j* 
Dll thou knoweſt not what a day may 
I} r4 ws, bring forth. Rememberthartthe rich 
b || Glutton once might and would not 
heare cAofes and the Prophets - at- 
a terward hewouldand could not. The 
819 AMeti25.r: fooliſh virgins which wanted oile in 
"0 their lampes at the entrance of the 
bridegroome into the wedding 
roome, could neuer after that ob- 
_ _ taine 


37 
tainefauour to haue the doores ope- 


ned vnto them . And when. as Eſau Ger.25.29. | 
had once-ſold his birth-right for a {9 «+ | 


meſle of red pottage,and a morlſell of 
bread ; ye know how that afterward 
alſo when he would haue inherited 
the bleſſing, he was reieted : For he 


found no place to repentace, though x.12.16; | 


he ſought the bleſſing with teares. 77: 
Wherefore © Lord, who art the or- 
dainerand gouernor of all times and 
ſeaſons, vouchſafe to teach vs in fit 
and due time to number our dayes, 
ſo that we may apply our hearts to 
wiſedome, 
Children vpon this point of num- 
bring their yeares, may enter into 
meditation thus : This age of ours is 
meeteſt to be Catechifed: that which 
is now taught, is ſooneſtreceiued and 
longeſt kept. We know what we are 
to learne by that which is inioyned 


others to teach vs: forMoſes requireth ,,,,,_,, 


the Iſraclites , to whet the comman- 
by. | 
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| Dan. 


dements of the Lord vppon their 
children(thatthey might imprint the 
more deeply in memory.) And Saint 
Paul commaundeth parents to bring 
vp their children in the inſtruction 
and information of the Lord, Daniel 
made ſhewe in his childhood what 
he was like to proue in his age, 


- forzeale in religion, honeſty of lite, 


Lih.180. 
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and wiſedome in gouernement , As 
John the Baptiſt being a child, grew 
in body, ſo he waxed ſtrong in ſpirit. 
T imothie knew the holy Scriptures of 
a child, and was thereby made wiſe 
vnto faluation . We muſt be dedica- 
ted tothe Lord from our tender age, 
as Samrel was . If our ſanQification 
went before our birth, as in Tererzy : 
our duty is to ſerue God, from'the 
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firſt breath tothe laſt gaſpe . Yea we | 


are the Seminarie and nurſerie of the 
Church and common wealth , even 


the hope of the future ftay of them Þ 
both in time to come, Wherefore | 


Fe 
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| (g50d Lord) teach vs ſo to number 


his ſtrength, may! (inchenumbringof 


mine what isit but an hand breadth, 


things: howbeit,for certaintic know- 


TE 


our dayes, that we may. apply our 
earts vnto wiſedome. 
"The young man which 1s in the 
primeofhis age, and the vigour of 


his dayes) diſcourſe thus with bim- 
ſelfe: Though I be now young and 
lively, freth and gallant, yet I haue 
often heard itvtrered out of the pul- 
pit,and I belecue it to betrue, That al 15. ao 7+. 
fleſh is grafſe which withereth., and 
all the grace thereof is as the flower 


of the field which fadeth. This life of 

ora ſpannelong:or like the puft of a $4 39 2 
wind, that paſſerh and commeth not 9-6. 
againe? orasa cloude that vaniſheth 

and goeth away? My dayes are {wit- pſal.73.:0. 
ter then a weauers ſhittle : they are as 

a tale thatis told : as a dreame when 
oneawaketh, We are butof yeſter- 7685. 
day, and therefore ignorant in many 


D 4 


i} v 
jj Sas 
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ing this, that our dayes vpon earth 
are but a ſhadow, or rather as the 
-_ dreame of a ſhadow . Though los 
, kingintheglaſle, Iſce much that de. 
yae &y- . 

$£@70;. lighter me; yer] conſiderthat fauo: 
Pind.Pyt, 18 deceiptfull, and beaurie is vanitic, 
043, Trhinkemyſelfenow quicke witted: 


Pro 31.30, Put I mayluerill the yeares of do- 


''} 2. Sam.ng. tage, wherein I ſhall not be able to 
LR | 35+ 


diſcerne betweene good and euill, 
Though I were deemed now as valo- 


| 177 | 2.Sa#. 23. rous as any of Davids Worthies , yer 


the time will come (ifT line to it)that 
Ecd.xz.e. feare ſhall bein the way, Be itI were 
Iud- 15.15. as ſtrong as Sampſon , who flue a 
thouſand men with the iaw bone of 
anaſſe, and carried away the gates of 


37 | 22d463. Azzah vpon his ſhoulders, with the 
i110 poſts and barres thereof ; and by 


mayne ſtrength pulled downeagreat 

1ba1rſ2g. and ſtrongly built houſe ſtanding v- 
39. pon pillars, in the ouerthrow where- 
of there periſhed the Princes of the 
Philiſtims, and others of that vncir- 
cumciſed 


T 


! cumciſed raceto the number of three 
| thouſand : yet the brawne of theſe 
| my puifſant armes will one day fall a- 
! way, and the keepers of the houſe 
{ (thatis, the hands which keepe the 
/ bodie) ſhalltremble: and more then 
; that, it muſt coſt me my lite; or elſe, 
! atlength (ere I die) the grafſchop- 16.verſs, 
7 per ſhall bea burden , Whar if I be 
- nowſharpe ſightedas an eagle? cer- 
' tainely hereafter they that looke out 
} bythewindowes (thatis, the eyes) 
% will waxedarke, and call forhelpe of 
theſpettacles. And if I were as ſpeedy 

| on footas Aſahel,who was as ſwift as z'Sa-2.18, 
awild Roe, yetintheendthe ſtrong ,_, . 
men (thatis, thelegges) will bow,8& M 
either leaue toexecute their function 
at all, orelle be able to performe bur 
a ſnailes pace. Though TI now eate Ge 

rinke with delight, yet in time to 
come, thegrinders (thatis,the teeth) 
ſhall ceaſe: and the doore (tHatis,the 1. vaſi4- 
lippes or mouth) ſhall be ſhure with- 


Eccl.13-3- 


Pt 


: 


{10 


Wt, xecl.tt.g, ME to let myne heart cheare me in 


out by the baſe ſound of the orin- | 
ding, whenthe tawes ſhall ſcarce 0- 
pen, and not beable to chew any | 

more. The vie of muſicke ſeemerh | 

now very pleaſant, burone day ſhall | 

althe daughters of finging be abaſed: 

thatis, thewind- -pipesſhall not be a- | 

| bletodotheiroffice, nor the eares be | 
 apttohearethe ſoundeither of voice | 

_ orof inſtrument: witneſle the exam- | 

2.54.9. 19. ple of Barzillai the Gileadite, who 
3433-34 being very aged, did for theſe defects ] 
goo refuſeto fcede with king Danidat he 
Court in Ieruſalem, Be it farre from 


thedayes of my youth, and to walke 
in the wayes of mine heart, and in_ 
the ſight of mine eyes, ſeeing that 
childhood and youthare vanity: nei- 
ther oughtT to be ignorant, that for 


Io, 


all theſe things God will bring me | 
to rudgement. Suppoſe Idonow ex- | 


cell in the well proportioned linea- 
ments 0x "the bodic, and rarequalities 


of 


Wm FS LEE 
- It waz +; « 
PRI I oe 


a 


erin- } of the mind: euen therefore-T muſt 


CC O-. } 


beſtow theſe excellencies on him - 

whogauethem , glorifying God in 

my bodice andmy ſpirit, becauſe they r.cor.6.2e. 

are Gods by a triple right, of Crea- 

tion, Redemption, and Sanctificati- 

on. Afluredly, if Iknow not God in 

my youth, he will not acknowledge 

mein mine age. It I doe not conſe- 

crate to God the flower ofmy young 

yearcs, he will ſcorne the dregges of 

mine elder yeares. How ſhould I 

thinke to beſtow vpon Sathan the 

beautie, ſtrengthandnimbleneſſe of 

my youth, in hope that God will be 

pleaſed withthe wrinkles, infirmities 

and feebleneſſe of my latter age? 

Wherefore I willnow remembermy 

Creatorin the dayes of my youth, zct.14.z. 

while the euill dayes come nor, nor 

theyeares approach wherein I ſhall 

lay:Ihaueno pleaſure in them. 
AndI am notthe firſt thatſhal be- 

ginnethis courſe: for many haue tro- 


\F 
den the ſamepath before me : name- | 
rd.11.25, ly, Moſes, who from his youth ( af- } 
as ter thar he caime to the yeares of dil- 

, cretion) abandoned the momentany 
pleaſures of finne, becauſe he had re- 


4a Da. Jao£©tm cnyes 


ſpec to the recompence of an eter- || 


Gen.39.12, all reward. loſephalſo was in his flo- 
 riſhingyeares when heleft his vpper | 
_ garment inthe hands of his maſters } 


wife, who laboured toallure him vn- | 


to lewdnefle. Likewiſe 7oſiah entring 
».chr.34.r, into the kingdome in the eighth 
3-8.14-31- yeare of his raigne, began at16. years 
ww old to ſeeke after the God of his fa- 
thers, & inthe twentich yeare of his 
age hereformed Religion, andinthe 


26, thereof he repaired the temple: |} 


by which occaſion, the booke of the 
lawe, cuen the copie that Moſes left, 
was found in theruines of it, Where. 
upon followeda general repentance, 
 andacouenant with the Lord of all 
hands,and the celebrating ofa Paſle- 


- ouerwith ſuch ſolemnitie, as the like 
had 


- 45 

{ had not bene keptin l{racll fromthe ,y,,,.x 

| dayes of Samxelthe Prophet. More- 

| ouer , Daniel and his companions Den.1.4 5. 

! were both young and paſling wel-fa- $: 

! uoured without all blemiſh, when 

| they would not defile themſelues 

! with thediet which the Babylonian 

| Emperour had affigned vnto them,. 

| fearing leſt by thar large and daintie 

! fare (as by a ſweet poyſon) they 

| might have bene drawne to forget 
their religion, the miſerie of theirna- 
tive countrie, and their accuſtomed 
perince fort Timothy kept 1(Tim.620 

| that which was commirted vnto him, 

| and ſtirred vp the-gift of God that 37im-1-6. 
was in him, in ſuch ſort, thatno man  _ 
could deſpiſe his youth, becauſe he x.rim.4.1» | 
was vnto them that beleeued, an en- 
ſample in word,in conuerſation, in 
loue, in ſpirit, in faith, in pureneſle. 
Now if I get nothing in my youth #5: 3. 
(be itin matters ſpirituall or tempo. 


rall) whatſhall I find in mine age? 
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Sometell me Iam tearmed Inuenis 4 
z1ando, becauſe I ſhould helpe the 


Churchand weale-publike to the vt-. 
rermoſt of my power- therfore good | 
Lord, to enable me hereunto , teach | 


- me to number my dayes, ſo that] 
_ may apply my heart vnto wiſedome, 


They that are paſt their ful growth | 
andare come tothe ſtanding ſtare of | 
their age, may in numbring their | 


ycares which be ſpent, and conſide- 
ring their:condition preſent, reaſon 
thus if1t pleaſethem: Howſoeuer we 
forgotourſelues in the ignorance of 
our childhood, and the vaaitie of our 
. youth, yet this age of ours requireth 
other manners. It is ſufficient that we 
hauc beſtowed the time paſſed ofthe 
life, after the faſhion of this world : 
now it is high time for vs to be chan- 
ged by therenewing of our minds, 
that we may proue what is the good 
will of God, and acceptable and per- 
fe. It yas a ſhame for the Corin- 
thians, 


i 
"£2 

jp. 
| V 
a 


; | thians, that Paule could not ſpeake t. Cor.g-te 

| vnto themasvnto ſpirituall men, but 

| as vnto carnall, euen as vnto babes i in 

| Chriſt. It was inlike manner, a great 

| reproch vnto the Hebrewes, for that 
| when as concerning the time they 
| ought to-havte bene teachers, yethad 

| they needeagaine that the author of 
| that Ex-fite Thould teach them the web.s.1: 

| firſtprincipler ofthe word of God: 1314 

| and werzEecome ſuch, as had neede: 

| ofmilke,and.no: 51 *Rrongmeate be- 


longing to thc thatare of age, which 


| through long cuſtome haue- their: 


WO 


| wits exerciſed to diſceraeboth'good 

L and ell. When Paule was a child; 1. Corx3: 1 
| he ſpakeas a ciuld, -he vnderſtood as 3 » 

f a child, he though? as @ child : bur 

| when hebecame a man, he put away” * 

| childiſh things. Ofvs chiefly itis ex- 


pected , that we be alreadie growne. 


| vpinto him which is the head (that zph. 4523 
| 1s, Chriſt } vntoa perfet man, & vn- 
| to the meaſure ofthe age of the tul- 


4.8 


...neſſeof Chriſt. Ot vs I ſay itis requi- 


Phil.3. 
13.14 


2. Tim.3, 
EF. 
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WPI | 
Eph.z.r 
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red, that-ayming at perfection”, we 
ſhould forgetthat which is behind, 
and indeuour our ſelues vnto that 
which is before, following hard to- 


ward themarke, forthe price of the 


high calling of God in Chriſt Icſus. 
Iris looked for at our hands , that we 
be deſeruedly tearmed Yiri a wvirtute, 


iSothatwe ſhould be manfull ( when 


neede is) for the defence of our 
countrie; wile in conſulting, vertu- 
ous thexample of life, and every way 
the men of God, being abſolute and 


made perfect vnto all good workes 


which God hath ordained, that we 
ſhould walke in them : not onely de- 
nying vngodlines and worldly lufts ; 


O 


7212.13 butalſoliuing ſoberly and righteoul- 


i 


ly, and godly in this prefent world; 


looking for the bleſfed hope and ap- 


pearing of the glorie of, the mightic 


' God, & of our Sauiour Ieſus Chrilt. 


Andin the meane time it appertat- 
neth 


RT ASL OI YT" oo — inns OY ooo” I 


EY id 


4 
neth vnto vs, as well as vnto others, 


and inthe power of his might : ha- 
uinglong {ince puton the whole ar- 
mour of God, that we may beable to 


orrather aboue others, to watch, to x. cer.16. 
ſand faſt inthe faith,to quite vs like 
men, and to be ſtrong i in the Lord, 


13, 


Eph.6 10, 


ſand faſt againſt all the affaalts ofthe 


dinell, hauing our loynes girded a- 
bout with veritic, and hauing on the 
breſt-plate of righteouſneſſe;and our 
feet being ſhod with the- preparation 
of the Goſpell of peace, &c. praying 
ynto God for grace, that we may al- 
wayes put our truſt in him, being 
ſtrong and conſtant in our vocation ; 
and that he will vouchſafe to ſtabliſh 
our hearts, and'confirme vs with hea- 


uenly ſtrength vnto the: end . Thus 


good Lord, teach ys to-number our 
dayes, that we may apply our Pears 
vnto wiſedome. 

Letme now cometo the moſtre- 


Pſal. 31-24 


md age of my moſt deare and 


E 


dread Soucraign, who hath (I doubt 
not) learned to number her yeares} | 
that ſhe may apply her hart vnto wiſg \ 

| 


dome. And therefore I conceiue in| 
mind, thar in her ſo//oquia or priuate 
meditations, ſhe frameth her ſpeech| 
in this wiſe: 
Remembernot the ſinnes of my} 
. youth, nor my tranſgreſſions: butac.þ 
cording to thy kindnefſe rememberfl 
me, cuen for thy goodnefſle fake , 6| 


1 -Pfaligi.g. Lord, Behold, I was borne in iniqui-| 


tie, andin finne hath my mother co-| 


1k&wg.z. ccaucdme. I know mine iniquitie, | 


18, Whereforeleſt the Zion and Ieruſa- | 
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and my finnes are cuer before me. |} 


LOS - Y 


lem, thatis, the Church and Com- 
monwealth ofEnglandſhould be in 
daunger ofthy wrath, through my | 
former ſinnes: Waſh me thoroughly | 
from mine iniquitie, and cleanſe me | 
from my ſinne:purge me,and I ſhall 
be cleane: waſh me, andIſhall be 
whiter then ſnow. | 
Lord 


/CALECsS 


o wil 
Uwe in; 
riuate 
peech 
f my] and his adherents: from the inuafion®* 

of forraincaduerſaries, as the Phili-, c,,, 8. 
moerf! 'ftims, Ammonites, Moabites , Idu- 10 1. 
ce , Of 
1qui-} 
r c0-þ 


utac.þ 


mber 


uUtie, 


e in 


m £1 
bl | 
'me | 
hall : 
| be Þ 


ord 


doubt 


| 6hnt: 
me, | 
ruſa- 
om- | 


5T 
Lord I know and confeſſe, that in 
my predeceſſors dayes, and inthe 37 
yeares paſt of my raigne, thou haſt 
delivered me as wonderfully from all 
my malicious and daungerous ene. 
mies, as thou didſt deliuer thy ſer. 
uant Daxtid from the tyrannie of Saul :Sam.rt. 


means, Syrians,&c. and from the in- 
ward inſurrections , firſt of Abſalom, 15-55% 
and then of Sheba the ſonne of Bi- 16.10. 
: beſides many other traiterours 
complots and trecherous conſpira- 
cies . Therefore I will alway give ppr.z4.4. 
thankes vnto thee © Lord; thy praiſe 
ſhal bein my mouth continually. My pr1.103 
ſoule praiſe thou the Lotd , and all '-:- 
that is within me praiſe his holy 
name: my ſoule praiſe thou the Lord 
and forget notall his benefits. 

O Lord,lam now entred agood 
way intothe Climactericall yeare of 


52 : 
mine age, which mine enemies wiſh # 

& hope to be farall vnto me. But thou þ 

ler.x0.2. Lord, which by thy Prophet Jeremy | 
commanded{ſt the houſe of Ifraellnor ': 
tolearnethe way of the heathen, nor | 

tobe afraid of the fignes of heauen, a 

and who by thy mighty hand and | 
out-{tretched arme madeſt the ycare- | 

of the greateſt expeartion, cucn 88. | 
maruellous by the oucrthrowe of 

| thine and mine enemics:: Now for | 

thy Goſpels ſake, which hath long ] 

hada 1: ariel in this land; make 

likewiſe 96. as proſperous- ento me 

and my loyall ſubic&s': that by the 

happie bringing about of this yeare, 

Pat. 20.5. I may ſtill ſer vp the bantiet in thy 
pſal.18.1.3 NAME, which art my ſtrength, my 
rocke, my fortrefIe, my deliverer, the 

lifter vp ofmitie head; my: ſhield, the 

{ hornealſyof my faluation,& my re- 
P7156. fuge,Thouattmy hope, $LordGod, 
even my triftfrom my youth : ypon | 

thee have Fbone ſtaycd from the' 


wombe: 


with 
hou | 


remy || 
[not /: 


nor | 


Jens 
and 
care 
S8, 


for 
oNg 


my 
the 
ney 


'TIC- 


on 
hs | 
be: 


ake- þ 


the |! 
are, ' | 
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wombe : thou art he that tooke me ,,,,, 
out of my mothers bowels : caſtme 
not off in thetime of age, forſake me 
not when my ſtrength faileth. O for- ecu.r38.s; 
ſakenotme the worke of thine hands, 

vntill IT have declared thine arme to ?ſel-71.18. 
this geacration, and thy power to all 
them that ſhall come. 

Lord.I haue now put foote within 

the doorcs of that age, 1n the which 
the Almond trec flouriſheth: where- Eccleſ.x2.r 
inmen begin to cary a Calender in. 
their bones, the fcnſcs begin to faile, 
the firength to diminiſh, , ycaali the 
powers of rhe body Gaily to decay - 
Now therefore grat: nt grace, that 

though mine outward nan thus PC- 2.Cor.4.16. 
riſh : yet mine inward man may be 
renewed daily, So direct me with 
thine holy ſpirit? , that I may daily 
waxe elderin godlineſſe; wiſedome ppir,.g. 
| being g my gray hair es, and an vndefi- 
| led life mine old age. Let thy ſtatutes P/al.xrg. 
be my ſongs in the houſe of my pil- #% 


E 3 


2bT. 
Pra. 8.1 
Ws - 


WE | Pfat.rg.ro. grimage:Sweeter vnto methE hony 


& the hony-combe vnto my mouth; 


TE} par. and more deſired by me then thou- 


| ſandsof f1luer, or the gold of Ophir, 
"- yeathe the pearle or pretious ſtones. 
For though I haue out-lived almoſt 
all the Nobles of this Realme whom 
I found poffeſſed of Dukedome, 
Marquiſats, Earledoms & Barronries 
atmineentring into tze Kingdome: 
and likewiſe all the Iudges of the 
land, and all the Biſhops {et vpby me 
after my cowming tothe Crowne: 
Andalthovgh Þ haue ſcenean end of 
ſundry of theſe once or twiſe ouer : 
yet what auileth this my long tem- 
porall life in ſaruining others, vnlefſe 
I my ſelfe lead alway-- a ſpirituall life 
while I corinue vp earth, in hope to 
enioy an eternal life whe Tam dead ? 
And though(Lord)I hauelinedin 
reſpet of my ſelf long inough inthis 
valley of miſcrie,; ſothat in regard of 
troubles paſt, and dangers _— 
: .IKC 


inoagh, 0 Lord, take my ſoule ,forT 
am no better then my fathers; and 


with Paul: I deſire to be looſed , and P*r.23e 


tobe with Chriſt : yer becauſe this 
people reckon of me, as Dauids ſub- 


ects did ofhim, whom they termed comms: 
the light of Iſraell; and for that they ” 


eſteeme of me,as the Iewes did of 70- 


ſias, whom they called rhe breath of £7430. | 


their noſthrils : Thercfore for their 
ſakes (if it bethy pleaſure in thinehea- 
uenly prouidence)let me their candle 
burne yet a while longer; and let me 
breathe ſtill among them, vntil I haue 
met with dagerspreſent,orimminet, 
and eſtabliſhed the ſtate for the time 


tocome : ſo thatnot onely peaceand »,re,»>. 
truth may be in my dayes ; butalſo is: 


thar after my departure out of this 
life, they may in the future age, liue 


in peace and plentie in euery quarter 
and corner ofthe Realme, from Bar- 
wicke toPorchmouth, and from the 


E 4 


ſee ſome reaſon toſay with Elies:Tt is 1-Ret94 |! 
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—_ - 
DIC? 


WW... | | Margetsto the Mount: like as BY 
WH [| xK&g.425. and ludah dwelt withour feare ,cuery | 
MR! man vnder his vine, and vnder his 
fig-tree, from Da# to Beer-ſheba, all 
the.dayes of Salomop. 
AndifLord,for the effecting ther- 
| ofthou meaneſt to deale with meas 
| KReg.206 with Hezektiah, by adding to the for- 
| mer part of my life the terme of 15. 
| yeares more ( or rather two fifteenes 
if it be thy will: ) then affiſt me euer 
Ws with thy grace, that during all that 
1 2-$42-3-7- rime I may "Shall how to go outand 
"my in : tceding this people according to 
Wt F.7572. the fimplicity of mine heart, and gut- 
[h ding them by the diſcretion of 1 my 
..- hands : That foatlengrh I ray goto 
0: if the ſepulchers of my fathers in a good 
IE! 72b.5.26. time, asaricke of corne that is ripe 
Li! caried into the barne: ; yeelding the 
= >-c7029- ſpiritelike Dauidina good age full of 
| lia dayes, riches and honour . And ſo 
8! Eceleſ-r247o the duſt of this body returning tothe 
* carth as it was , my ſpirit may returne 
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to thee that gaue it : to entoy alwaies Pſat.16,11. | 
J thy preſence, in the which there is 
all © fulneſſe of ioy, and tobe alwayes at 
= thy righthand,wherebepleaſures for 
ox. _ ener more; purchaſedand prepared 
>a | for all them that fare thee , by the 
mediation of our Lord and Sauiour 
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Or- | | | 
I5. ChriſtTeſus. To whom withthee and | 
__ the holy Ghoſt, be all honour | 
Uer and glory, both now | 
at and for euer. 
nd 
ro FINIS. | 
Ul- | | 
n | l 
kd Erratum, 


Pag. 21. lin.23, for firſt reade faft. 


